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Message from the 
President/CEO 

As I reflect upon 2021, my first full year in the role of President 
and CEO, it is hard to sum up all that I want to convey about the 
challenges and successes of the last 12 months. Not only the DEA 

Educational Foundation, but every organization, company and individual has 

somehow been affected by the pandemic and current turmoil in the world. 

And, these increased stressors, challenges and heartaches have contributed to 

anxiety, depression, often a lack of financial and family stability, and tragically, the 

largest number of drug overdoses in a 12-month period that our country has ever 

faced. The Foundation itself felt the strain of 2021 by realizing there is an even 

greater need for drug abuse prevention programs, positive mentorship for youth 

and fundamental hope to those that we serve. Yet these greater societal needs 

were even harder to tackle due to periods of lower staff numbers due to illnesses, 

school and youth site COVID-19 protocols and overall a more challenging time 

in fundraising for non-profits. Yet still, the DEA Educational Foundation moved 

forward and we grew in our reach to our youth, our future. I contribute this 

success to one simple, yet powerful concept, community.

I have been struck time and time again how community pulls people through 

the hardest of times. Community is described as the “feeling of fellowship, as a 

result of sharing common attitudes, interests and goals.” The DEA Educational 

Foundation and our partners embody the concept of community. Community is 

what keeps the pieces together. It is what provides for those who are lonely and 

its core of commonality motivates, supports and brings hope. I am proud that 

the DEA Educational Foundation is one big community. Our board, executive 

team, regional directors and managers, instructors, coaches, partners (especially 

DEA!), parents, guardians and youth all make one powerful community. Together 

we embrace our common goal to make change and to fight drug abuse through 

education and building meaningful relationships of trust. Within our community, 

every day I see Americans, our international partners, our grassroots instructors, 

parents, and children doing good deeds to help others. And these acts of good 

and care deserve to be highlighted.

It is easy to get wrapped up in feeling that we are off-track or that we aren’t doing 

enough, but through my work each day I see the opposite of these sentiments 

through the good acts of everyday people. And, often with human tragedy, 

we see the best in humanity. I feel moved and overjoyed by the kindness, 

understanding, consideration, empathy, love, care and support of people who 

want to help make change for our community and I’m inspired by the youth 

who continue to show up and want to grow to have a positive and healthy life. 

Together as a community we create possibilities. Together we can make change. 

Here’s to our next 20 years of impact.

Jill L. Roberts 

President and CEO

DEA Educational Foundation

“ The DEA Educational 

Foundation and our partners 

embody the concept of 

community. Community is  

what keeps the pieces 

together. It is what provides  

for those who are lonely 

and its core of commonality 

motivates, supports and  

brings hope.”
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Carl is a recognized thought leader 

who has presented to both national 

and local professional associations, 

law firms and banks. He has authored 

numerous articles and has been quoted 

in national and local publications on the 

topics of forensic accounting, valuation, 

litigation and the casino industry. He 

was a co-author of “Casino Gaming 

in Massachusetts: An Economic 

Fiscal and Social Analysis” which is a 

comprehensive policy study concerning 

the economic, fiscal and social impacts 

of the legalization of casino gaming in 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Board Spotlight 

CARL JENKINS

Carl Jenkins is President of the 
Governance and Risk Advisory 
business at Kroll and part of 

the firm’s leadership committee. He 

oversees a global team of over 1,600 

professionals spanning 30 countries 

who provide expert advisory services 

to help clients mitigate risk throughout 

the business cycle including prevention, 

investigation and resolution by providing 

data and technology driven solutions 

to corporates, law firms, financial 

institutions and governments. 

Based in Boston, Carl has more than 30 

years of experience with financial audits, 

tax matters, mergers and acquisitions, 

valuations, anti-money laundering, white 

collar investigations and general financial 

and business consulting. He focuses 

on providing disputes consulting, 

forensic accounting and expert witness 

testimony in complex litigation and 

high-profile cases involving commercial 

damages, valuations, regulatory matters, 

securities, and post-acquisition disputes. 

He has served as an international 

arbitrator and has been court appointed 

as a receiver, master, administrator, and 

monitor. He has also appeared before 

probate, district, superior and federal 

courts as an expert witness on a broad 

range of financial and business issues. 

Prior to joining Kroll, Carl held senior 

leadership positions at several 

accounting advisory firms.

Outside of work, Carl is active in his 

community and currently serves as 

chairman of the board for the Boston 

Police Foundation and a board member 

of the DEA Educational Foundation 

and Nahant Preservation Trust. He 

has served on the boards of the Union 

Club of Boston and Safe Waters in 

Massachusetts (SWIM). He is a U.S. 

Coast Guard licensed Captain and 

assistant Harbor Master for his town. Carl 

is also an instrument rated private pilot.

About Kroll

Kroll provides proprietary data, 

technology and insights to help our 

clients stay ahead of complex demands 

related to risk, governance and growth. 

Our solutions deliver a powerful 

competitive advantage, enabling faster, 

smarter and more sustainable decisions. 

With 5,000 experts around the world, we 

create value and impact for our clients 

and communities. To learn more, visit 

www.kroll.com.

“ The DEAEF has done 

outstanding work in the 

community to raise awareness 

about illicit drug use to our 

impressionable youth. Their 

educational seminars along 

with other supporting programs 

have made an incredible 

impact and I am honored to be 

part of the board.”

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION2



DEA Educational Foundation 

Celebrates  
20 Years of Impact

In 2021, the DEA Educational 
Foundation and friends were proud 
to celebrate “20 Years of Impact” 

on children’s lives. 

Each month, through our social media, 

we reflected upon two decades of 

making an impact on our youth and 

communities through education and 

prevention forums and various youth 

programs. We highlighted 

the Foundation’s goals of 

inspiring youth by building their 

confidence, providing a safe outlet 

for self-expression and offering them an 

opportunity to focus on team-building, 

all while under the supervision of a 

dynamic mentor.

We reminisced about the development 

of the DEA traveling museum in 

partnership with DEA, and its evolution 

into our exhibit, Drugs: Costs and 

Consequences. Since its inception, 

the exhibit has reached hundreds of 

thousands of people in 17 cities across 

the nation, educating them about the 

science behind the harmful effects of 

drug abuse and 

how it can have a 

severe impact on 

the human body 

and society as a 

whole.

We remembered 

the history of 

building the 

Foundation’s 

meaningful partnerships 

within the community and our extensive 

and important network of friends, 

including DEA, Members of Congress, 

local communities, schools, museums, 

youth centers, corporations, prevention 

organizations, faith-based organizations, 

and dance and sports organizations all 

striving to make a difference in the lives 

we touch every day. 

We reflected on the Foundation’s 

worldwide impact through our past work 

with the traveling exhibit in Afghanistan, 

the International Toxic Adulterant 

Project, and our role in assisting Taiwan 

with drug awareness programming, 

to include the establishment of the 

China Trust Bank, (CTBC) Anti-Drug 

Educational Foundation.

In 2021, we celebrated 20 years of 

creating long-term change, instilling 

hope, and inspiring youth through 

education. The Foundation's team 

thanks all of those who have shared our 

dreams of making a positive and lifelong 

impact on our children's lives.

HOW WE MAKE AN IMPACT
In spite of a small executive and regional 

management staff, the Foundation 

reaches youth in valuable and engaging 

ways (whether hybrid or virtual) through 

our teachers, coaches, mentors and 

heroes. Each day they bring smiles to kids 

faces and allow them to have a healthy 

escape, even when they are simply 

struggling to get through the day. This 

year we were thrilled to highlight many of 

our teachers through our 20th anniversary 

celebration. We thank them every day for 

their dedication to our youth. 

deaedfoundatio
n Our celebration of  

20 Years of Impact would not be possible 

without our amazing teachers, coaches 

and mentors... *These pictures only 

represent a small number of our amazing 

teachers and coaches — we are thankful  

to ALL that make a difference each day!

#20thanniversary #prevention 

#drugpreventionandeducation  

#youthoutreach #youthmentoring 

#empoweringouryouth #celebrate
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Broadway legends Gary Morris and Rema 

Webb pulled back the curtain on the DEA 

Educational Foundation’s 20th anniversary 

celebration for a show packed with several 

stars from the theater scene. By the close 

of the show, more than $71,000 had been 

donated to support after-school programs 

in over 50 cities across the U.S. 

THE STARS OF BROADWAY  
SHINE ON DEAEF
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF IMPACT

On March 25th, 2021, the Foundation kicked off a full year celebration 
of “20 Years of Impact” with the launching of our 20th Anniversary 
celebration with “The Stars of Broadway Shine on DEAEF” benefit. 

The event was hosted by Broadway legends Gary Morris (Les Misérables and La 

Bohéme) and Rema Webb (The Color Purple, The Lion King, The Book of Mormon) 

with featured appearances by Bryan Cranston (2x Tony Award Winner All The Way & 

Network), Michael James Scott (Aladdin), Emily Skinner (Tony Award Nominee–Side 

Show, The Cher Show, Prince of Broadway, Billy Elliot and The Full Monty) and more. 

“ The Foundation is thrilled to 

celebrate 20 years of impact 

with so many impressive stars 

from Broadway! Throughout 

the event we will highlight 

the work of our inspiring 

instructors, coaches and 

educators who strive to make 

a difference every day so that 

we can prevent drug abuse 

and never lose a life or a 

dream. We will also commend 

our youth for their bravery  

and for focusing on positive 

outlets, especially during  

these challenging times.”

 Jill L. Roberts
 DEAEF President and CEO

Gary Morris and Rema Webb

4



Max Bartos  

Sing Street

Alexandra Billings 

Wicked

Danny Gardner  

NY Spectacular 

starring the Rockettes 

& Dames at Sea

Larry Gatlin 

The Will Rogers Follies

Kelli James 

Les Misérables

Chrissie McDonald 

Les Misérables

Eric Nelsen 

Tony Award Nominee–

The Inheritance

Rachel Resheff 

Mary Poppins,  

Billy Elliot: The Musical 

& Shrek the Musical

Elizabeth Stanley 

Grammy Award 

Winner– 

Jagged Little Pill

Rena Strober 

Les Misérables 

“ Mentors are everything. They can 

be one's guiding force, especially 

when the noise of life is swirling 

around. Through my own work with 

youth, I see the impact of positive 

programming, caring instructors and 

healthy expression through the arts. 

Programs such as those offered by 

the DEA Educational Foundation 

give children the opportunity 

to participate in engaging and 

meaningful activities, all while 

guiding them to a fulfilling life  

free of substance abuse.”

 Rema Webb

Featured Show Performances and Appearances

During the event, DEAEF President and CEO, Jill L. Roberts, and DEA’s 

Chief of Community Outreach, Sean Fearns gave special remarks. As 

Bryan Cranston stated in the broadcast, “During the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the DEA Educational Foundation quickly pivoted to reach America’s youth 

and communities virtually, as they felt although nothing beats human-to-

human interaction when it comes to education and role modeling, they 

just couldn’t give up making a difference for those they serve. It’s great to 

see so many Broadway stars giving their all to benefit this worthy cause 

and I hope that you come to see us in NY as the theater world begins to 

open back up. I really appreciate your consideration in supporting the DEA 

Educational Foundation with a generous donation.” 

This extraordinary and successful event celebrated the DEA Educational 

Foundation’s two-decade span of making an impact with youth and 

communities across the United States.
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“ The work of the DEA Educational Foundation is worthy of global 

recognition. The lives of young people from New York to LA in 

cities small and large have been directed away from drugs and 

replaced with athletics, dance and more. I’m excited to virtually 

share the stage with friends and truly spectacular talent.”

 Gary Morris

BROADWAY DONORS

 – William and Pat Alden
 – Sandra Alibozek
 – Kiera Anderson
 – Katy Bate
 – Bill and Nancy Beach
 – Peter Bensinger
 – Robert and Kimiko Bonner
 – Ronald Brogan
 – Donna Case
 – Alfred Cavuto and Maryellen Lennon
 – Gerald Chapman
 – Frank Chellino
 – Karl Colder
 – Kathy Conklin
 – Amy Danos
 – Henry Degeneste
 – Denise DeSantis
 – Cristine Dhimos
 – Richard and Barbara Dreiwitz
 – Stacey Dunn
 – Darrell Evans
 – Suzanne Freyer
 – Gregory Gibney
 – Vince Gillian and Holly Rice
 – Raymond Hagemann
 – James Haggerty
 – Janet Hampson
 – Michael Hartenstein
 – Patricia Hightower
 – Infinity Theatre Company
 – Kathryn Janiszewski
 – Heidi Jenkins
 – Becky Johnson
 – Jonathan Kapaldo
 – Julie and Jerry Kaphing

 – Shana Klesk
 – Daryl Kniffin
 – Doug and Pat Kniffin
 – Deb Kosir
 – John and Natasha Koudsi
 – Michele Leonhart
 – Pam Lewis
 – Meredith Liepelt
 – Helen Mars
 – Teresa Mason
 – James McGivney
 – Jan McKay Wrzesinski
 – Patricia Meade Meahl
 – George Mitchell
 – Jim Morgan
 – Michele Morris
 – Steve and Connie Murphy
 – Jacqueline Pack
 – Jill and Joe Piscatella 
 – Joseph and Bernie Piscatella
 – Lewis Rice
 – Carol and Howard Safir
 – Jeanne Sequeria
 – Dan Staffieri
 – Ann Stimson
 – Bob Strang
 – Jason Sundby/Verde Technologies
 – Haywood Talcove/ 

LexisNexis Risk Solutions
 – Bill Torrance
 – Pat and Anne Vaughn
 – Walter and Shirley Wang/JM Eagle
 – Sheila Warren
 – Erica Webb-Belzer
 – Colleen Whelan
 – Douglas Yeuell

2021 COVID 
Response
During the unusual and challenging 

times of the pandemic, the DEA 

Educational Foundation felt it is more 

important than ever to reach our 

communities. With the initial shutdown 

in spring of 2020, we quickly adapted 

to reaching our students virtually and 

provided critical education, positive 

messaging and fun and healthy 

activities through strong mentorship. 

In 2021, as schools began to re-open 

across the country we continued to 

reach youth and our communities 

through a combination of in-person, 

hybrid, and virtual programming. We 

adapted to reaching our students 

in effective ways, as their school 

and district allowed. Protocol was 

developed within the Foundation to 

safeguard our instructors, coaches, 

partners and students, all while 

carefully reviewing and following 

federal, state and local mandates. The 

Foundation will continue to evaluate 

the situation closely and will continue 

to work hard to accomplish our 

main goal of reaching students with 

positive alternatives to drug abuse 

through healthy, self-expressive and 

meaningful programming.

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION6



DEAEF Youth Dance Program 

The DEA Educational Foundation Youth Dance Program reached thousands 
of youth in virtual, hybrid and safe in-person programs in 2021. Teachers 

and program staff met the challenges of pandemic-related issues, providing 

creativity, flexibility and hope to children during difficult times. Students in over 50 

cities learned dance styles such as ballet, hip-hop, jazz, cultural dance and more. The 

dance classes also provided youth with opportunities to interact with positive mentors 

and hear important messaging about keeping their bodies and minds healthy by 

choosing to stay drug-free. Many students reported that their weekly dance classes 

helped them stay active and positive during the pandemic. 

We continued our important partnership through dance with DEA Operation Engage 

in 8 of the 11 program cities throughout the US. With the support of the DEA field 

divisions we found safe ways to connect DEA Agents and volunteers with youth 

through small launch assemblies, final demonstrations and class visits. Students 

loved showing off their new dance skills for DEA representatives, and learning about 

the critical work DEA does in their community to keep them safe and more about 

the dangers of drug abuse. We are proud of all of our youth and instructors who 

committed to staying active and drug-free through the beauty and power of dance! 

Due to the solid infrastructure of the dance program, our flagship program, the DEAEF 

has been able to apply the model of the DEAEF YDP to create additional youth 

programs across the country as highlighted in this annual report.

In 2022, we will celebrate the 10th year anniversary of the DEAEF Youth Dance 

Program! We will reflect on our past ten years of empowering youth through dance 

and bringing hope as a vehicle for healthy self-expression. We look forward to 

highlighting “10 Years of Empowering Youth, One Step at a Time!”

DEAEF Youth Dance Program
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2021 Youth Dance Program Cities

Staff
 – Jill L. Roberts 

President & CEO, DEAEF YDP Founder, 

and Regional Manager NV
 – Kiera Anderson 

Assistant to the President & CEO and 

Director of Community Outreach and 

Operations, Regional Manager—AK,  

NM, Northern CA 
 – Christina Pastras 

DEAEF Youth Dance Program Associate 

Director, National Youth Program 

Consultant, Regional Manager—LA, 

Southern NJ, and PA 
 – Cristine Dhimos 

Regional Director—FL MA, NH, Northern 

NJ, NY, Southeast TN, and WV
 – Kelly Kuder 

Assistant Regional Manager—IL,  

Northern VA, and Washington DC Metro 
 – Jodi Obeid 

Regional Manager— 

OH, and Southwest TN 
 – Allison Tanaka 

Regional Manager—AZ, CA, and TX
 – Michèle Morris 

DEAEF Youth Programs Training Director, 

Regional Manager—UT and WA
 – Meredith Liepelt 

Evaluation, Community Service, Media 

and Project Consultant

 – Allston, MA
 – Ambler, PA
 – Anchorage, AK
 – Antelope Valley, CA
 – Arlington, VA
 – Baltimore, MD
 – Baton Rouge, LA
 – Boston, MA
 – Bristol, PA
 – Camden, NJ
 – Charleston, WV
 – Chattanooga, TN
 – Chicago, IL
 – Cleveland, OH
 – Columbus, OH
 – Dorchester, MA
 – Eagle Rock, CA
 – Española, NM
 – Essex, MD
 – Fall River, MA
 – Harvey, LA

 – Hawthorne, CA
 – Henderson, NV
 – Indian Township, ME
 – Jersey City, NJ
 – Kennewick, WA
 – King of Prussia, PA
 – Las Vegas, NV
 – Lauderdale Lakes, FL
 – Los Angeles, CA
 – Manchester, NH
 – Memphis, TN
 – Nambe, NM
 – New Bedford, MA
 – New Orleans, LA
 – New Port Richey, FL
 – New York, NY
 – Orlando, FL
 – Philadelphia, PA
 – Portland, ME
 – Prescott, AZ
 – Queens, NY

 – Quincy, MA
 – Riverside, CA
 – Rumford, ME
 – Sacramento, CA
 – Salt Lake City, UT
 – Soddy-Daisy, TN
 – South Dennis, MA
 – West Toppenish, WA
 – Tampa, FL
 – Taos, NM
 – Temecula, CA
 – Washington, DC
 – West Chicago, IL
 – Wilmington, DE

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

DEAEF Youth Dance Program
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As a dance instructor for the DEA Educational Foundation, I loved giving 
my students a creative outlet that built up their inner and outer strength 
to find a healthy way to express their emotions. My favorite parts were 

choreographing original dances and holding open discussions at the beginning of 

class talking about struggles and how to have a healthy mindset when facing life’s 

problems. I find helping others in healthy ways is a fulfillment of my life’s purpose. As 

a result, I have learned the importance of drug awareness and my goal of helping to 

end poverty. In addition, I have learned that empathy is a means for healing the heart, 

listening deeply is a tool needed for success, and being responsible is a must for life. 

Volunteer Spotlight

ALEXIS LEON
St. Francis High School 
Sacramento, CA 

Student Spotlight

MIRE TAYLEI HICKS
7 years old

“ I like dance class because it’s 

cool! Dance class is so fun and 

amazing!”

Participating 
Dance Companies 
& Instructors
In 2020-2021, the DEAEF Youth Dance 

Program has partnered with: 

 – Artivism Dance
 – Ballet Legato
 – CDance Company
 – Culture Shock Chicago
 – Culture Shock D.C.
 – Culture Shock Los Angeles
 – Culture Shock Las Vegas 

Dancing Earth
 – Extraordinary Futures
 – Footworks
 – Granite State Dance Company
 – Hamilton County Dept. of Ed
 – Hip Hop ConnXion
 – Hip Hop Fundamentals
 – Innergy Dance Company
 – Lessons by Lexe
 – Moving Arts Española
 – Maureen Bersuder Dance Company
 – New Ballet Ensemble
 – Passamoquoddy Youth and  

Rec Center Instructors
 – Polynesian Association of Alaska
 – Rainbow Tribe
 – River City Youth Ballet
 – The Rock School For Dance 

Education’s Rock Reach Program
 – Samba Fogo
 – Studio Kin
 – Taos Dance Academy
 – and many individual professional 

artists from New York City and 

around the country

DEAEF Youth Dance Program
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The DEAEF Youth Dance Program 
has given me an opportunity to 
tap into another way of inspiring 

young students. Their message of 

making positive choices, staying drug 

free, and following your passion is so 

important. I love working in this program, 

especially in those moments I see 

students making that connection; having 

a passion, like dance, can ultimately 

lead you to making better choices. The 

program also is creating safe ways for 

them to express emotions and deal 

with some hard things. They relate to 

this because so many of them are just 

starting to find their own passions and 

interest while dealing with some tough 

times. I always tell them to hold strong to 

what they love. Put it in their toolkit and 

use that to help guide them. 

RockReach Teaching Artist, 
Training & Development, 
Project Coordinator

A graduate from Drexel University 
with a BA in Marketing, Kelly 

Rambo is a multi-talented dance 
professional who has effectively 
managed a performing and teaching 
career for over 10 years, which has 
taken her all over the world. Kelly 

forged a path with iLLadelph Phlave, 

one of Philadelphia’s longest standing 

hip-hop companies that continues to 

Teacher Spotlight

KELLY RAMBO

flourish today. She remains committed to 

the growth and development of artistic 

communities by touring as a primary 

dancer of the nationally recognized 

hip-hop company, olive Dance Theatre 

(oDT). Kelly recently trained and toured 

with hip-hop pioneer, Ken Swift in oDT’s 

Swift Solos 1st North American tour and 

has worked as a Teaching Artist for The 

Barnes Foundation’s education program 

for over 3 years.

Currently, Kelly is a Teaching Artist for 

The Rock School's community outreach 

program, RockReach. She is also a key 

contributor and the longest tenured 

hip-hop instructor at First Position 

Dance Arts studio. Kelly is also Director 

and award-winning Choreographer of 

SURGE, First Position Dance Arts’ high 

school dance team.

An image of Kelly dancing was painted 

in the second largest mural in the world 

as a part of the How Philly Moves 

project. The mural can be seen on 

the Philadelphia International Airport’s 

parking garage and spans over 50,000 

square feet.

Kelly also supported the establishment 

of Indigenous Pitch Dance Collective, 

a non-profit organization that 

provides philanthropic assistance and 

encouragement to children across the 

world through dance. She traveled the 

globe teaching dance to aid in their 

mission and assist in nurturing children 

who have been affected by natural, 

environmental and/or socio-economic 

disasters including: New Orleans, Haiti, 

and North Philadelphia.

As a continuous student of hip-hop, Kelly 

embraces the evolution of the dance 

culture while maintaining fundamental 

elements of its existence. She wishes to 

continue to learn and grow as a dancer 

and teacher while utilizing her talents to 

uplift and inspire others.

“ The DEAEF YDP has given me an 

opportunity to tap into another way 

of inspiring young students. Their 

message of making positive choices, 

staying drug free, and following your 

passion is so important.”

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

DEAEF Youth Dance Program
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DEAEF Youth Baseball Program

In 2021, over 400 students across 9 cities got to “play ball!” through the 
DEA Educational Foundation Youth Baseball Program. Under the supervision 

of National Youth Baseball Director, Rick Zeitlin, coaches and staff worked hard 

to adjust to changing pandemic requirements by offering programs in virtual, in-

person and hybrid formats. Students across the country took advantage of sunny 

weather to grab their gloves and practice drills with their coaches, like Jalen Burke, 

Patrick Shields and Lisa Zeitlin. Students learned hands-on baseball skills, as well 

as important lessons about the game, sportsmanship and teamwork. The Youth 

Baseball Program expanded its reach in 2021, adding several national programs, 

thanks to our important partnerships with the CTBC Anti-Drug Educational 

Foundation, CTBC US Branch and DEA's Operation Engage. Representatives from 

DEA visited Youth Baseball Programs across the country to support students in 

their goals of a drug-free, healthy lifestyle. Participating students were given gloves, 

hats, backpacks and shirts and participating schools were given bats and balls 

for future programs! We are so grateful to these partners for allowing us to provide 

more positive programming to youth through baseball, especially during these 

challenging times.

Support by CTBC Anti-Drug 
Educational Foundation and  
CTBC US Branch

11ANNUAL REPORT 20 21
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2021 Youth Baseball Program Cities 2022  
PROJECTED CITIES

 – Chicago, IL
 – Kalamazoo, MI
 – Richmond, VA

 – Bay Mills, CA
 – Newark, NJ
 – New York, NY
 – Los Angeles, CA
 – Wilmington, DE

 – Philadelphia, PA
 – Riverside, CA
 – Santa Barbara, CA
 – Washington, D.C. 

“ Director Rick Zeitlin’s deep passion and interpersonal skills 

have truly motivated the youth, with maximum participation and 

enjoyment that is noteworthy during each session. Feedback from 

the camp leaders and youth has been extremely positive, with 

increased demand from multiple partners and organizations.”

 Ret. COS Bob Niczyporowicz
 DEA Philadelphia Division

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION12
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Coach Spotlight

KEVIN RAMIREZ 

I am a physical education teacher 
at an elementary school for the 
Department of Education. Growing 

up, I was into all sports, but, found a 

special love for baseball. Baseball was 

a safe space for me to enjoy being 

physically active, develop locomotor 

and manipulative skills, while learning 

the value of hard work and discipline. 

More importantly, the area where I 

came from didn’t provide the most 

positive influence. Baseball provided 

the necessary distraction to staying 

away from some of the dark holes kids 

can fall into, such as gangs, drugs and 

“ Baseball provided the 

necessary distraction to staying 

away from some of the dark 

holes kids can fall into, such  

as gangs, drugs and alcohol.”

Coach Spotlight
LISA ZEITLIN

Hi! My name is Lisa Zeitlin and I am a 
coach for the DEAEF Youth Baseball 
Program (Antelope Valley Boys and 
Girls Club). I was a four-year varsity 

starter for the Calabasas High School 

(CA) softball team, making First-Team 

All-Marmonte my senior year. I went on 

to play college softball at Santa Barbara 

City College (CA) where I helped my 

team achieve the most wins in the 

alcohol. My coaches taught us that if 

we wanted to be at our strongest and 

fastest, I had to take care of my body 

to be able to play my best ball! I want 

to help plant a seed of community and 

teamwork into our kids while getting 

them active, nurturing their health and 

having fun! Our children deserve every 

opportunity to learn something new and 

America’s favorite pastime is the perfect 

blend of teaching motor skills and 

different exercises they can enjoy playing 

throughout their lives. If we can guide 

them to keep their minds and bodies 

clean, away from drugs and negativity, 

who knows, maybe one of them can 

lead the Yankees to their next chip!

program's history (1st place with a 

record of 31-7, 16-2 in league). 

It is truly an honor to be part of the 

DEAEF Youth Baseball Program! This 

impactful program reaches kids across 

the country and it’s continuing to grow! 

DEAEF Youth Baseball Program is a 

space where youth can show up as 

they are while discussing and learning 

how to incorporate healthy options. 

Baseball is the “how” but the smiles, the 

confidence-building, and the connection 

is the “why.”

13ANNUAL REPORT 20 21

DEAEF Youth Baseball Program



DEAEF Martial Arts 

The DEAEF Martial Arts Program started in 2019, thanks to the strong 
interest from a DEAEF Board Member, Walter Wang, and the DEA’s 360 
Strategy. The inaugural DEAEF Martial Arts Program was so successful, DEA 

360 requested it be expanded to Cleveland, Ohio. Students loved the program, 

bridging prevention messaging with important DEAEF curriculum points of discipline, 

self-confidence and physical and mental strength.

Despite the conclusion of the DEA’s 360 Strategy, the DEAEF elected to continue 

offering Martial Arts programming in Los Angeles, CA and Cleveland, OH. In early 

2021, the DEAEF expanded to reach additional youth sites in the Los Angeles region 

due to Operation Engage and built upon programming in Cleveland, OH. In the 

last half of 2021, Walter and Shirley Wang generously donated funds to help the 

Foundation roll out a national Martial Arts Program bringing youth Martial Arts to 

TX, CA, LA, MA, NY, OH, and PA. At the end of 2021, additional programs began in 

California, Massachusetts and Ohio and preparations for the remaining cities began  

to ready all programming to run in 2022. 

In addition, the Foundation anticipates expanding the program through Operation 

Engage and DEAEF national youth programs in states where interest is growing. 

Programs include educational messages, the Red Ribbon Pledge and visits from  

DEA representatives where possible. The DEAEF Martial Arts Program empowers  

kids to express themselves safely and focus on a lifetime of health and well-being  

in mind and body.

2021 MARTIAL ARTS  
PROGRAM CITIES

 – Cleveland, OH
 – North Ridgeville, OH
 – Eagle Rock, CA
 – Highland Park, CA
 – Lancaster, CA
 – Watts, CA
 – Menifee, CA
 – Medford, MA

2022 PROGRAMS  
IN DEVELOPMENT

 – New York, NY
 – New Orleans, LA
 – Philadelphia, PA
 – Round Rock, TX

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION14
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Teacher Spotlight

JIMI MILLER

My name is Jimi Miller, from North Ridgeville, Ohio, with the S.M. Smith’s 
Martial Arts School. I started taking Tae Kwon Do when I was about 9 and 

fell in love with it from day one. Tae Kwon Do was a way for me to better myself 

not only physically, but as well as mentally and spiritually. It has made me the person 

I am today and I could not be any more thankful for the opportunity to teach the art 

of Tae Kwon Do and inspire many kids to bring out the best in themselves. My role in 

the DEA Youth Martial Arts Program is to teach the kids about the ways of Tae Kwon 

Do, not just the kicking, punching, and self defense but also on the fact of never giving 

up. Always inspiring them to do their best in whatever they do. Martial Arts positively 

impacts the kids that I work with by learning something fun and feel a sense of 

accomplishment when they learn something new. This in turn boosts their confidence, 

making them more driven to do more. A highlight from my moments as an instructor 

within the program is watching the kids grow and develop their techniques and skills as 

time goes on, building their confidence and seeing them become eager to learn more. 

Seeing the kids grow and inspired is one of if not the best feeling as a teacher.

“ Martial Arts positively 

impacts the kids that I work 

with by learning something 

fun and feel a sense of 

accomplishment when they 

learn something new.”
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Student Spotlight

ASH

What I enjoy most about the DEAEF Youth Martial Arts Program with 
S.M. Smith’s Martial Arts is all the lessons that Mr. Scott Smith 
teaches me. S.M. Smith’s Martial Arts improved me physically and 

mentally. I began believing in myself and since I’ve started I haven’t given up just 

like Mr. Scott Smith has taught me. The thing I will always like about martial arts is 

how the instructors improve you physically and mentally but also teach you to never 

give up. I used to not be the best person and I was a rude person at times but once 

I joined S.M. Smith’s Martial Arts I became a better person physically and mentally. 

I also used to give up on myself a lot but now if I feel anything related to giving up I 

remember what Mr. Scott Smith taught me. My favorite martial arts’ move is Nara 

bon. The Nara bon is a spinning roundhouse kick, spinning 360 degrees. Once I 

learned the Nara bon and had it down it became my favorite. When I started the 

program it was the roundhouse kick but now that I can add a spin to it, it’s fun.

“ The thing I will always  

like about Martial Arts is  

how the instructors improve 

you physically and mentally  

but also teach you to never 

give up.”
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DEAEF Virtual Speaker Series

RETIRED  
DEA SPECIAL AGENT 
STEVE MURPHY

KEVIN A. SABET PH.D.
President and CEO,  
Smart Approaches to Marijuana

On January 19, 2021, the Foundation launched our first ever Speaker 
Series, with guest speaker retired DEA Special Agent Steve Murphy. Steve 

and his partner, Javier Pena targeted the world’s most notorious narco-terrorist, 

Pablo Escobar and the Medellin Cartel in Colombia. Steve and Javier's efforts resulted 

in the capture and killing of Pablo Escobar and the takedown of the most violent 

international drug trafficking organization of its time.

Our audience consisted of DEAEF's regional managers, instructors and coaches who 

mentor our youth every day on the importance of living healthy lifestyles and staying 

drug free. Steve spoke to the participants about his efforts to stop the flow of illegal 

drugs coming into the U.S. from Colombia and stressed that law enforcement efforts 

alone cannot resolve the illegal drug problem and that education at an early age is 

vital to our children's future. Steve especially thanked the instructors for their vital role 

in mentoring students about the importance of remaining drug free. At the close of 

Steve’s presentation, a Q&A period was held and questions were asked about Steve 

and Javier’s role in Colombia, their current drug prevention lectures with students 

around the country, and the world, and Steve and Javier’s advisory role in the popular 

Netflix series, “Narcos.” Our first program received positive feedback from all of the 

participants. Thank you Steve Murphy for your continued support of the DEAEF!

Our second speaker series was held on March 11, 2021, with guest 
speaker Kevin A. Sabet, PhD. Described by NBC as the “prodigy” of drug 
politics and policy, Kevin is an author, consultant, former advisor to three 

U.S. presidential administrations, and an assistant professor. Kevin founded 

SAM with former Rep. Patrick Kennedy in 2013. He has studied, researched, written 

about, and implemented drug policy for 20 years. He has worked in the Clinton (2000) 

and Bush (2002-2003) Administrations, and in 2011, he stepped down after serving 

more than two years as the senior advisor to President Obama’s drug control director. 

Kevin has been featured on the front page of the New York Times and in virtually every 

major media publication and news channel on the subject of drug policy.

Kevin spoke to the panel of regional managers, dance instructors and coaches about 

the harmful effects of marijuana, the rise in marijuana use disorders among youth, the 

high potency of marijuana and marijuana edibles, the rise in vaping among youth, and 

the true facts and lessons learned from marijuana legalization efforts. Kevin applauded 

the panel for the important work they do every day in educating students about the 

importance of remaining drug free, the advantages of participating in sports related 

activities and to live healthy lifestyles.
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Truth Not Talk Video Challenge

On February 24, 2021, the DEA Las Vegas District Office, Los Angeles 
Division, and Victoria’s Voice Foundation held an awards ceremony at 
the Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino for a ‘Truth Not Talk’ youth 

video contest held from September thru November 2020. Over 30 videos were 

submitted for the contest, where three students were recognized for their winning 

submissions. The contest allowed students in Clark County, Nevada, enrolled in  

9th through 12th grades, the opportunity to create an original 30-60 second video 

with a drug prevention message. The videos were judged by members of the Las 

Vegas Raiders, Ultimate Fighting Championship, the Kroger Company and Smith’s 

Grocery, who partnered with the Victoria’s Voice Foundation and DEA in support  

of this program. 

The winning video was awarded to James Wang, 12th grade 

senior at West Career & Technical Academy. Jackie Siegel, 

Founder, Victoria’s Voice Foundation and ASAC Daniel W. 

Neill, Las Vegas DEA District Office, presented James Wang 

with a $500 DEA Educational Foundation William F. Alden 

scholarship check as the winner of the Clark County Youth 

video contest.

Hi Ms. Roberts,

My name is James Wang and I was fortunate enough t
o win the Truth Not Talk 

Video Competition and receive th
e William F. Alden Scholarship sponsored b

y the DEA 

Educational Foundation
. Ms. Mosser, of the Las Vegas District Office, was kind enough 

to share your email with me and I wanted to reciprocate m
y appreciation for all 

the 

work you've done on be
half of the foundation

. Without your generosity
 and support, this 

unforgettable experien
ce to learn more about communicating the danger o

f opioids—and 

about the greater work that's being done 
locally and nationally t

o fight this epidemic—

would not have been po
ssible.

It’s truly been the hig
hlight of the past yea

r to participate in the
 competition  —and I can’t 

thank you enough for 
all the time you and the foundat

ion have invested into 
bringing it 

into fruition! Thank you, more importantly, for all your
 enduring work to combat drug abuse 

through education with the foundation.

Kindly, 

James
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DEAEF/DEA PARTNERSHIP

New DEA Museum Opening

After more than two years of careful planning, design, and construction, 
the DEA Museum in Arlington, Virginia, reopened for in-person viewing 
on November 4, 2021. The Museum, which originally debuted in 1999, has 

been reimagined by staff and partners to engage and educate the public in a colorful, 

contemporary space. Interactive exhibits featuring hands-on activities, artifacts, and 

diverse, personal histories make the Museum a modern and compelling exploration of 

the long, dynamic history of drug use, misuse, and law enforcement unlike any other. 

Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the Museum welcomes visitors of 

all ages—with FREE admission.

The new Museum tells the story of DEA’s history, provides information about drugs 

of abuse and drug prevention, and explains the roles of DEA special agents and 

employees. The exhibit areas are also devoted to the use of opium, marijuana, 

cocaine, and synthetic drugs in American history. There is something for everyone 

at the new Museum. Young children can become “Junior Agents” by visiting activity 

stations interspersed throughout the galleries. A changing exhibit area features 

specific content on various themes and a rotating spotlight area will highlight 

noteworthy moments in DEA’s history. 

The DEAEF is excited to welcome 
the new DEA Museum Director, 

Jan McKay. Jan is a longtime friend of 

the Foundation, having played significant 

roles in the success of the Foundation’s 

Drugs: Costs and Consequences 

traveling exhibit in Mobile, Alabama 

and Cleveland, Ohio. Jan’s extensive 

knowledge and experience working  

with museums around the country is  

an enormous asset to the DEA, the 

DEAEF and the entire national drug 

prevention community.

Before joining DEA, Jan worked in a 

private museum consulting practice in 

Cleveland, Ohio for ten years where 

she has been advising museums and 

other cultural institutions on strategic 

planning, marketing, programming, 

and exhibition planning. In addition, 

Jan served as Executive Director of the 

Gulf Coast Exploreum Science Center 

in Mobile, Alabama. Of particular note, 

Jan hosted the DEA Museum’s traveling 

exhibit Drugs: Costs and Consequences 

at the Exploreum in Mobile in 2016 and 

2017, and was instrumental in the huge 

success of the exhibition there.

Jan holds a Bachelor’s Degree from 

the University of Dayton, Ohio and a 

Master’s Degree from Miami University in 

Oxford, Ohio. Jan has served on boards 

of professional organizations such as 

the Ohio Museums Association and the 

Family Assistance Ministries. The DEAEF 

welcomes Jan!

“ This Museum is an incredible testament to the mission,  

hard work and accomplishments of DEA. We are grateful for  

all of the staff and museum planning experts who worked  

tirelessly to get this accomplished.”

 Jan McKay Wrzesinski, DEA’s Museum Director
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Drugs: Costs & Consequences Traveling Exhibit

In 2001, twenty years ago, on the heels of the terrorist attacks of 9-11, the 
Board of the DEA Educational Foundation and the DEA Administrator met to 
discuss opportunities for collaboration in educating the public on the dangers 

of drug trafficking and drug abuse. With the Pentagon still smoldering from the 

attack across the street, the group quickly agreed that a national symposium on the 

topic of drug trafficking connections to terrorism, followed by a traveling museum 

exhibit on the topic were in order.

DEA Administrators and executives, Members of Congress, drug prevention experts, 

and media met two months later at a DEA national symposium in Arlington, Virginia, 

to discuss the history and connections between illegal drugs and terrorism. As a 

result of that meeting, the traveling exhibit, Target America was developed so that 

millions of Americans and individuals from around the world could understand the 

gravity of drug abuse and its connections to funding terrorism from both a personal 

and historical perspective.

In 2002, the DEA Educational Foundation in partnership with the DEA Museum 

and supported by the U.S. Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, launched the 

Museum’s first national traveling exhibit, Target America: Opening Eyes to the Damage 

Drugs Cause. The goal of the exhibit was to bring awareness to the public about 

the tragic link between drugs and terrorism and to explore the science behind the 

destructive effects that drug abuse have on the human body. In 2003, when DEA and 

the DEAEF had the opportunity to move the exhibit to the popular 15,000 square foot 

space of One Times Square in New York City, it was clear that the mission and focus 

“ We are so grateful this exhibit was presented in a mid-size city 

such as Mobile, Alabama, as educational intervention is the only 

way we can attack the drug epidemic. The educational benefits of 

this exhibit will have a phenomenal impact on all who see it.”

 Connie Hudson, Mobile, Alabama City Commissioner

17 CITIES / 20 YEARS

2002–2003

2003–2004

2004

2004–2005

2005

2006–2009

2008–2009

2010

2011–2013

2014

2014–2015

2016

2017

2016–2017

2017–2018

2019

2020

Arlington

Dallas

Omaha

New York City

Detroit

Chicago

Los Angeles

New Orleans

Tampa

Baltimore

Hagerstown

Leesburg

Fort Lauderdale

Mobile

Austin

Albuquerque

Cleveland
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of the traveling exhibit should expand to inform the public of how drug abuse impacts 

our country on many levels—from the harm to an individual to the productivity of 

society and beyond. Over the years, the exhibit has been updated and transformed to 

provide interactive modules. 

Thousands of field trips have been conducted for students from elementary, middle 

and high schools from around the country. Members of Congress, civic leaders, law 

enforcement personnel, educators, public practitioners, and drug prevention experts 

have enthusiastically endorsed and supported the exhibit in 17 cities nationwide as a 

valuable learning opportunity for students and educators. The exhibit was renovated, 

updated, and renamed to Drugs: Costs and Consequences: Opening Eyes to the 

Damage Drugs Cause in 2016. Plans are currently underway to display the exhibit in 

the Fall of 2022 and the Spring of 2023.

Today, the DEAEF continues to support the traveling exhibit, recognizing that 

it is imperative that we reach as many people as possible through educational, 

visually interesting and hands-on activities to help visitors understand the impact 

of the dangers of drug abuse and misuse. As stated in IMPACTS Experience, a 

market researching firm—focusing on audience research and those who currently 

attend cultural organizations, it has been found that people trust museums more 

than newspapers and that they believe museums are a highly credible source of 

information. The DEA and DEAEF have maintained the importance of non-political, 

factual, science-based displays. As noted by a founding DEAEF board member, when 

he first visited the exhibit: “I didn’t know how to talk with my children about drugs and 

our visit to the exhibit began the conversation.”

The DEA Educational Foundation is extremely proud to have made an impact on 

millions of visitors to Drugs: Costs and Consequences over the past twenty years. 

Students, parents, educators, drug prevention experts, civic leaders, and private 

citizens located in 17 cities across the United States and beyond have experienced 

and viewed the exhibit, learning the powerful messages of the destructive health, 

environmental, and family impacts of drug abuse on society. 

“ This exhibit far exceeded my 

expectations today!”

 John F. Kennedy High School  
Honor Teacher, Cleveland, Ohio

“ I was so proud to see our players show up and help (set up 

the exhibit). I heard them talking about the exhibit......they were 

affected, they were saddened by it and hopefully, they will stay 

away from the destruction that illicit drugs can cause. I hope 

also that they will speak up against drugs when a friend or family 

member is tempted by drugs.”

 Jason Jewett 
DEAEF Baseball Coach, Corespeed Fastpitch, Austin, Texas
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The DEA Educational Foundation Partners with 
DEA on Operation Engage

In 2021, The DEA Educational Foundation was selected as a provider of youth 
engagement programs for Operation Engage and we are happy to have the 
opportunity to reach many more children through this impactful endeavor. 

The DEA recently launched this comprehensive law enforcement and prevention 

initiative, in collaboration with the DEA Educational Foundation, aimed at reducing 

drug use, abuse and overdose deaths. Operation Engage, replaces DEA’s 360 

Strategy, which allows the DEA Field Divisions to focus on the top drug threats in their 

respective geographic areas, and targets the drug that presents the greatest harm to 

public safety in their jurisdictions. 

Operation Engage works together with law enforcement, prevention and treatment 

specialists and education specialists. The DEAEF is proud to announce that plans are 

underway to develop drug prevention and youth education programs, working closely 

with DEA’s Community Outreach Coordinators in eleven regions.

The Goals of Operation Engage:
 – Identify the drugs that affect individuals and families in the designated areas
 – Identify evidence-informed strategies that best fit community needs
 – Identify and eliminate local drug threats in every field division
 – Support and contribute to local drug use prevention efforts
 – Bridge local public safety and public health efforts
 – Build on the success of DEA 360 and expand Operation Engage  

nationwide in 2022

2021 Operation Engage 

Regions/Cities:
 – Albuquerque, NM
 – Anchorage, AK
 – Baton Rouge, LA
 – Broward County, FL
 – Chippewa County, 
 – Manchester, NH
 – Philadelphia, PA
 – Southern California, CA
 – Washington, D.C. 
 – Witchita, KS
 – Yavapai, AZ
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DEAEF Operation Engage  
Program Highlights
The DEAEF embarked on many youth engagement programs across the 11 Operation 

Engage cities including: BabyScientist Inc., Baseball, Basketball, Dance, Hooked on 

Fishing Not on Drugs, Soccer, Teen Academy and began the development for Big 

Screen for a Big Problem. We are happy to highlight some of our programming:

BABYSCIENTIST INC.

In Washington, D.C. the DEA and the DEA Educational Foundation partnered with 

BabyScientist Inc. program. This program was created and taught by Dr. Kristy 

McDowell, to pique young students’ interest in Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Math (STEM) programs and to present the opportunity of pursuing a science 

profession. BabyScientist is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization created in order to 

educate, motivate, and inspire children, pre-K through grade 12 from underserved 

communities and underrepresented populations to encourage them to pursue  

careers in STEM.

“ My desire is not only to 

inspire these children from 

underserved communities 

but to plant STEM seeds of 

curiosity, confidence and 

hope to grow throughout 

their educational journey. 

BabyScientist is about creating 

dreamers, creating believers 

and creating scientists.”

 Dr. Kristy McDowell
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YOUTH BASKETBALL

On September 30, 2021, the DEAEF, together with the DEA Washington Field Division 

and Donald Curtis, Executive Director of SOUL, Student-Athletes Organized to 

Understand Leadership, hosted a rally for a DEAEF Youth Basketball Program for 

students at the Hillcrest Children and Family Center, Washington, D.C. The rally was 

held for approximately 25 students, parents and staff who were given a briefing on 

the mission of the DEAEF, encouraged the students to stay healthy and drug free 

through the fun and active outlet of basketball, and coaches from SOUL gave the 

students basketball instructions on control and hand/eye coordination skills. SA Heath 

Anderson spoke to the students on the importance of staying healthy and fulfilling 

their dreams. SA Anderson also spoke about Red Ribbon Month of October and the 

importance of remaining drug free in pursuit of their goals and future careers. As the 

event closed for the evening, the students recited the drug free pledge.

TEEN ACADEMY

In November, 2021, Philadelphia high school students were invited to attend a one 

day leadership conference hosted by DEA and supported by the DEA Educational 

Foundation focusing on providing education and skills to help youth to pave the 

way for their futures. The Teen Academy topics included: Drug Awareness, Health 

& Wellness, Teen Empowerment, Mindfulness, Leadership, Setting Goals, Team 

Building, Career Paths, Introduction to College Life, Student Mentorship, and much 

more. Following this event, students were encouraged to also participate in the Post 

Speakers Series helping them to continue to develop and broaden their education in 

life skills and career paths.
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DEAEF YOUTH DANCE PROGRAM

In 2021, several of the Operation Engage regions incorporated the DEAEF Youth 

Dance Program into their youth engagement activities allowing us to reach students 

in Anchorage, Albuquerque, Baton Rouge, Lauderdale Lakes, Manchester, Riverside, 

Philadelphia and suburbs and Prescott. In several regions, the DEA and DEAEF 

focused on cultural dance. Such as, students at Nambe Pueblo in New Mexico 

were brought a spectacular performance by Dancing Earth, a dance company that 

“dynamically activates our mission, to create contemporary dance and related arts 

through global indigenous and intercultural relationships centered in ecological and 

cultural diversity for creativity, health and wellness.” The assembly focused on building 

healthy bodies, taking care of the earth and being a superhero. Students interacted 

with the dancers following the assembly learning about how to create movements 

through choreography and play. Representatives from the DEA El Paso Field Division 

were on site to encourage students to keep dancing and to live healthy lifestyles as 

positive alternatives to drug abuse.
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HOOKED ON FISHING, NOT ON DRUGS

On October 19, 2021, the DEAEF, together with the DEA Washington Field Division 

and Living Classrooms of Washington, DC sponsored a “Hooked on Fishing Not on 

Drugs” program for sixth grade science classes from the Browne Education Campus, 

NE Washington, DC. DEAEF Special Projects Coordinator Colleen Whelan and 

Special Agents Heath Anderson and Tyrone Guyse accompanied the students to 

Heritage Island Park on the Anacostia River along with Teresa Martin, National Capitol 

Education Manager and three environmental instructors from Living Classrooms. 

Students were given an introduction to the ecological environment essential to its 

survival surrounding the waters on Kingman and Heritage Islands followed by fishing 

instructions. DEA Agents Anderson and Guyse provided the students with Red Ribbon 

material and spoke to them about the consequences of drug abuse and how to stay 

healthy in order to pursue their life long goals. Upon completion of the afternoon 

program, the students all recited the drug free pledge.

DEAEF YOUTH SOCCER 
PROGRAM

The DEAEF was proud to partner with 

the Kensington Soccer Club and The 

Philadelphia Union bringing soccer as 

a positive alternative to drug abuse 

through this energy packed sport. The 

Philadelphia Union led a youth program 

at Memphis Street Academy and led a 

“coach the coaches” session for teen coaches who work with the Kensington Soccer 

Club. The Kensington Soccer Club led soccer class series at Harrowgate, Hissey 

and Hunting Parks as well at Sheppard Elementary in Kensington, PA. The DEA 

Philadelphia Division visited each site and gave an educational seminar to the youth 

and coaches. All youth were given soccer balls to take home. 
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BIG BROTHER BIG SISTERS OF AMERICA PARTNERSHIP

In 2021, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America and the DEA Educational Foundation 

collaborated in a new partnership focused on providing opioid and substance abuse 

prevention education for BBBS mentors, staff, parents/caregivers, and youth in 

communities across the nation. At the end of 2021, two Opioid Awareness Trainings 

were held, one for parents and caregivers and the other for the “Bigs” or mentors.

In 2022-2023, we look forward to continuing this partnership with Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of America and anticipate leading approximately 20 additional trainings which 

will include interactive youth sessions, staff trainings, mentor sessions, and more.

RED RIBBON

The DEAEF honors and celebrates Red Ribbon events during October each year 

and throughout the year by having our students recite the Drug Free Pledge at 

the beginning and end of each of our sports and educational events. In 2021, The 

Foundation provided a series of Red Ribbon videos for DEA to use over social media 

to send positive messages about remaining drug free and living healthy lifestyles. To 

learn more about the inspiration on the creation of Red Ribbon week, please visit: 

https://www.dea.gov/red-ribbon/red-ribbon-toolkit.

Additional Partherships with DEA
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Making a Difference with At-Home 
Drug Deactivation & Disposal 

DETERRA RESOLVES TO 
DEACTIVATE 1 BILLION 
PILLS BY 2023

Verde Environmental Technologies, Inc., 

creator of the Deterra® Drug Deactivation 

and Disposal System, is proud to 

celebrate four years of partnering with 

the DEA Educational Foundation to 

fight drug misuse nationwide. Deterra 

is honored to be the only product 

endorsed by the foundation for the safe 

disposal of prescription and over-the-

counter medications.

“We believe safe and effective products 

like those offered by Deterra are a key 

part of substance use and misuse 

prevention efforts,” says William 

Alden, DEA Educational Foundation 

Chairman. “Deterra is a cost-effective, 

science-backed solution that is trusted 

nationwide for the proper disposal of 

unused drugs as soon as they are no 

longer needed.” 

To date, Deterra has safely destroyed 

over 800 million medications. Deterra 

seeks to supercharge its efforts in 2022 

with a goal to deactivate and dispose of 

1 billion unused pills by year’s end. 

Throughout the past year, incredible 

work was done by organizations like 

the DEA Educational Foundation 

to increase awareness about the 

importance of proper drug disposal. 

Coalitions, nonprofits and public safety 

agencies across the country made 

Deterra available at take-back events to 

encourage year-round disposal that is 

safe for the environment. 

“We’re inspired by the incredible work 

of the DEA Educational Foundation to 

tackle drug misuse, and we could not 

have come this far without its support,” 

says Verde Technologies CEO Jason 

Sundby. “We are lucky to partner with 

them to continue to get evidence-based 

prevention methods into the hands of 

those who need them most.” 

“ We’re inspired by the incredible 

work of the DEA Educational 

Foundation to tackle drug 

misuse, and we could not 

have come this far without its 

support...”

 Jason Sundby
 Verde Technologies CEO

ACCESS TO EFFECTIVE 
PREVENTION RESOURCES 
IS KEY TO ENDING THE 
OPIOID CRISIS 

As drug overdoses in the United States 

continue to hit record highs—more than 

100,000 overdose deaths between 
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April 2020 and April 2021, according to 

provisional CDC data—access to proper 

drug disposal is more important than ever. 

Over 70% of fatal overdoses involve 

an opioid,i and last year fentanyl 

became the #1 cause of death among 

Americans ages 18-45.ii Unfortunately, 

for every drug overdose death, there are 

countless nonfatal overdoses that impact 

individuals, families and communities. 

Raising awareness about the importance 

of proper medication disposal and 

providing a proven at-home option 

like Deterra can help prevent unused 

medications – including opioids and 

fentanyl – from being misused, stolen  

or accidentally ingested. 

PROPER DISPOSAL 
PROTECTS PEOPLE AND 
THE PLANET 

Drug misuse prevention starts with 

proper disposal, and so does protecting 

our environment. Last year, the Deterra 

System received a 2021 Sustainability, 

Environmental Achievement and 

Leadership (SEAL) Business 

Sustainability Award, which celebrates 

companies’ leadership, transparency 

and commitment to sustainable 

business practices.

Deterra was honored in the Sustainable 

Product category, which recognizes 

innovative and impactful products that 

 i https://www.cdc.gov/opioids/data/index.html
 ii https://www.yahoo.com/video/cdc-fentanyl-leading-cause-death-144250747.html

are built to create a more sustainable 

future. A commitment to ending drug 

misuse is central to Deterra’s mission, 

and that extends to making sure unused 

drugs don’t contaminate our landfills and 

water systems.

To learn more about Deterra and how 

organizations and individuals can make 

at-home drug deactivation and disposal 

part of their prevention efforts, visit 

DeterraSystem.com.
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In 2021, we launched our newsletter, The Impact. If you would like to be 

on the email list for our newsletter please let Colleen Whelan know at  

colleen.whelan@deaeducationalfoundation.org.

Find previous newsletters online at:

The IMPACT
NEWSLETTERDEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

On the Horizon
 – DEA Youth Dance Program: 10 Years of Impact: One Step at a Time
 – LPGA Event
 – 2022 Big Brothers Big Sisters of America Trainings
 – Year II Operation Engage
 – New Youth Programs: Track and Field and Lacrosse
 – Martial Arts Expansion
 – DEAEF Support of Drugs: Cost and Consequences
 – Partnership with Addiction Policy Forum’s Protect Your Brain Campaign
 – Partnership with the Foundation for Drug Policy Solutions

https://www.deaeducationalfoundation.org/news

deaedfoundation The DEA Educational Foundation is excited to kick-off our celebration of 20 Years of Impact as we begin 2021! Each month we will highlight different Foundation programs, projects and events from our past and present commemorating two decades of impact on our youth and communities through education and prevention.
#20thanniversary #prevention #drugpreventionandeducation  #youthoutreach #youthmentoring #empoweringouryouth #celebrate

FOLLOW US ON
Instagram

@deaedfoundation

instagram
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Remembering Betty Sembler

Betty Sembler, matriarch, drug prevention advocate,  
and philanthropist, dies at 90

Betty a pillar of our community 
and a trailblazer in drug 
prevention and treatment, died 

peacefully Wednesday, February 16, 
2022, surrounded by her husband, 
Mel, and their loving tight-knit 
family. Services were held Friday, 

February 18, 2022, at Temple Beth-El 

in St. Petersburg. Betty and Mel raised 

a beautiful family, built a business, 

helped support local, State, and Federal 

Republican candidates and elected 

officials. Along the way, most fell in love 

with Betty. It was easy for friends and 

foes to recognize her sincere passion for 

drug prevention, drug abuse research, 

and treatment. She was a tireless 

supporter often saying that “prevention 

is not the only answer, but it is the only 

treatment that we know actually works 

each and every time that it does work.” 

Betty Sembler was born August 8, 1931, 

in Memphis to Gilbert and Fay Etta 

Schlesinger. She grew up in Dyersburg, 

Tennessee, where she developed an 

infectious personality that combined 

a southern belle charm, a brilliant 

mind which left many dazed. She was 

a powerful woman with a disarming 

wit and a great sense of humor. This 

personality served her well throughout 

her life and allowed her to make a 

positive difference in the lives of so  

many others.

Betty graduated from Northwestern 

University in 1953. It was there that 

she met Mel Sembler and began 

what she referred to as a great love 

story—a 69 year love story. The couple 

and their three young sons moved to 

St. Petersburg, Florida in 1968. As 

the family grew, Betty became more 

involved in her community and began 

her decades long advocacy for drug 

treatment and prevention. Her tenacity 

and expertise led her to meet with 

Nancy Reagan and convince the First 

Lady to make the drug prevention 

issue her own and helped launch the 

“Just Say No” campaign. Betty and 

Mel would eventually go on to found 

Drug Free America Foundation, Inc., a 

drug prevention and policy organization 

committed to developing strategies that 

prevent drug use and promote sustained 

recovery. She also supported basic and 

translational research into addiction as a 

disease of the brain. 

Throughout her life, Betty had many 

close friends that were like family and 

she often referred to them as “framily.” 

She always counted her blessings and 

considered herself “lucky.” Betty gave 

unconditional love to all members of 

the family and their partners, always 

referring to daughters-in-law as simply 

daughters and this was also true of 

grandchildren and their partners. All 

“ Prevention is not the only 

answer, but it is the only 

treatment that we know 

actually works each and  

every time that it does work.”
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were welcomed and accepted into the 

family with great love. Betty is survived 

by her husband, Melvin Sembler; her 

children, Steve Sembler, Brent Sembler 

(Debbie), Greg Sembler (Liz) and Diane 

Sembler Kamins; her grandchildren, 

Erin Eichenbaum (David), Mark Sembler 

(Lauren), Stephanie Mariniak (Justin), 

Madison Sembler (Sam Pitasky), 

Tayllor Battle (Bruce), Logan Sembler 

(Alexandra), Preston Sembler, Jacob 

Sembler, Ezra Sembler, Eve Sembler 

(Jonathan Mest) and Benjamin Sembler; 

her great-grandchildren, Miriam, Max, 

Calvin, George, Adeline and Dylan; and 

her brother, Victor Schlesinger (Arlene); 

and sister-in-law, Dodie Krakower. 

Betty and Mel supported and became 

close friends with President George 

H.W. Bush, Barbara Bush and their 

sons, President George W. and 

Governor Jeb Bush and countless 

others. Betty joined her husband 

when he was twice called to serve our 

country as Ambassador. First, President 

George H.W. Bush appointed Mel to 

Australia in 1989 and George W. Bush 

appointed him Ambassador to Italy 

in 2001. Whether they were raising a 

family, growing a business, advocating 

for addiction research, prevention and 

treatment, Betty and Mel Sembler 

were a team. Betty received many 

accolades for her life's work including; 

the Drug Enforcement Administration 

(DEA) Museum Foundation (now the 

DEA Educational Foundation) Lifetime 

Achievement Award; Honorary Agent 

Status by the Drug Enforcement 

Administration. Betty was honored 

March 6, 2008, in Washington DC for 

her Lifetime Achievements by the DEA 

Educational Foundation in a luncheon 

gala led by former DEA Administrators 

Jack Lawn and Peter Bensinger. The 

standing room only event was attended 

by Ambassadors from Italy and Australia 

where Betty and Mel served as well 

as US Senators, US Representatives, 

US Drug Czars , DEA Administrators, 

Founding Director of the National 

Institutes on Drug Abuse Robert Dupont 

MD and other philanthropists like 

Sheldon Adelson. 

Betty received many other awards 

including Tampa Bay Community Hero 

of the 2016-2017 season; Five Fabulous 

Female Award from Academy Prep., 

St. Petersburg in 2016, Great Floridian 

Award; Inducted into the Florida 

Women's Hall of Fame; The Houston 

Drug Free Business Initiative; and 

the Girl Scouts of Suncoast Council, 

"Woman of Distinction" 2000; Aug. 

8, 2000; and "Betty Sembler Day" in 

Florida. In addition to her work with 

Drug Free America Foundation, Betty 

also served as board member of DARE 

Florida; Florida Governors Drug Free 

Task Force; Operation PAR in Pinellas 

County; Republican Jewish Coalition; 

The Florida Holocaust Museum; Florida 

Governor's Mansion Foundation; Florida 

National Guard Multi-jurisdictional 

Counter Draw Training Advisory 

Board; The Jewish Policy Center; St. 

Petersburg's Menorah Manor; DARE 

International as Vice Chair; University 

of Florida Brain Institute Research 

Advisory Council; the Florida House in 

Washington, D.C. 

After news broke of Mrs. Sembler’s 

passing, politicians of all political stripes 

eulogized the political matriarch, who 

had three children and 11 grandchildren. 

Tributes and comments on her passing 

can be found at:

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/497792-betty-sembler-drug-addiction-fighter- 

and-gop-icon-dies-at-90/

Top: Betty with Lynn Cheney and  

former Congressman Bill Young.  

Bottom: Michele Leonhart and  

Bill Alden with Betty.
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Giving to the Foundation

The success of the DEA Educational Foundation depends upon the 
continued generous support of our donors and the ongoing partnership 
with the Drug Enforcement Administration. Those two factors, coupled with 

the robust support the Foundation receives from other federal organizations such as 

the State Department’s International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Office (INL) and 

the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP), ensures the Foundation’s current 

and future global impact. 

Maximizing those relationships and being good stewards of our donors’ generosity 

is critical. The DEAEF Youth Dance Program strives to change students’ lives by 

providing a healthy drug free alternative activity after school. Keeping kids off the 

street, while teaching them to be responsible and accountable all while having fun 

is amazing and helps explain why there are hundreds of schools on our waiting list. 

Donations are critical to help us reach thousands of children who are in need of this 

positive program.

The traveling exhibits have raised awareness in 17 cities across the U.S. about the 

dangers of drug abuse for more than 22 million visitors, with the majority of the 

funding coming from local donors—dollars raised and expended by the community 

that benefit the exhibitions.

The Foundation multiplies the impact of their donors’ gifts by forming relationships 

with DEA, INL, CSAP, and other federal, state and local organizations. The DEAEF 

YDP is assisted by local DEA offices throughout the United States with mentoring and 

community outreach activities. All these partnerships strengthen the Foundation’s 

programs and substantially increase the value of our donors’ gifts.
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We are pleased to have a diverse donor base and thank all of the 
individuals, corporations, and foundations for their continued support. 

On the following pages, you will find a list of donors for 2021.

WAYS TO GIVE

There are many ways of making a gift to the DEA Educational Foundation.  

The most common include:

Gifts of Cash

Cash is the easiest way to provide support to the DEA Educational Foundation. 

Your contribution may be undesignated, making it available for meeting the DEA 

Educational Foundation’s most pressing needs. 

Gifts of Securities

Such gifts, especially if appreciated in value, are enormously advantageous to the 

DEA Educational Foundation, and may provide greater tax benefits than gifts of 

cash.

Matching Gifts

A great way to increase the benefit of your contribution without any additional 

cost is for you to ask your company’s personnel department if your company 

has a Matching Gift Program. Many corporations will match the contribution 

of their employees, officers, directors, and in some instances, spouses, retired 

employees, officers or directors.

Online Gifts

DEAEF Gift Shop

Shop our merch store:  

QUESTIONS?

If you have questions on ways to give to the Foundation, contact us:

Scan the QR code with 
your smartphone

http://give.deaeducationalfoundation.org

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1922097

http://shop.deaeducationalfoundation.org

https://goto.gg/10083email us: info@deaeducationalfoundation.org

OR

Go online via your browser

GlobalGiving

GlobalGiving is a 

charity fundraising 

website that gives 

social entrepreneurs 

and non-profits from anywhere in the 

world a chance to raise the money that 

they need to improve their communities. 

Since 2002, GlobalGiving has raised 

$668 million raised from 1,484,244 

donors who have supported 31,838 

projects. The DEAEF Youth Dance 

Program is thrilled to be included on 

the GlobalGiving site. Since joining 

GlobalGiving, the DEAEF Youth Dance 

Program has raised nearly $33,371 

to bring kids dance as a positive and 

healthy alternative to drug use. For more 

information on GlobalGiving, please visit 

the Youth Dance Program page:

Amazon Smile

Please help support 

us through Amazon 

Smile! You can now choose the DEA 

Educational Foundation as your Amazon 

Smile recipient and 0.5% of anything you 

purchase on Amazon will be donated to 

the DEA Educational Foundation. These 

contributions will help support the  

DEA Museum and the DEAEF Youth 

Dance Program. 
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Recognition & Thanks

Benefactor Level
 – Walter and Shirley Wang
 – The Michael and Lori Milken 

Foundation

Mentor Level
 – Maury Devine
 – Helen Mars 

Educator Level
 – James Essey/The TemPositions 

Group of Companies

Instructor Level
 – Wings Up Foundation

20 YEARS OF IMPACT END OF YEAR APPEAL DONORS

We want to thank everyone that joined us in celebrating our 20 Years of Impact 
by giving an end-of-year donation. Your generosity helped us reach our end of year 

fundraising goal and helps pave the way to reach thousands of youth across America 

in 2022.

ADMINISTRATOR’S  
CABINET

 – William and Pat Alden
 – Peter Bensinger 
 – Charlie Blau
 – John Catsimatidis
 – Maury Devine
 – Edward Dickson
 – Barbara Erdahl
 – James Essey/The TemPosition  

Group of Companies
 – Robert and Judy Flesh
 – Vince Gilligan and Holly Rice
 – Mark Gold, MD 
 – Carl Jenkins
 – Julie and Jerry Kaphing
 – Pam Lewis
 – LexisNexis
 – Jean and Douglas MacKenzie
 – Marchbank Family Foundation
 – Helen Mars and Phil Burruel
 – John McCurnin
 – EJ and Gregory Milken 
 – The Michael and Lori Milken Foundation
 – Robert and Margaret Nieves
 – Anna and Alan Ostroff
 – Jacqueline Pack
 – Lewis Rice
 – Jill L. Roberts
 – David Schneebeck/ 

The Schneebeck Foundation
 – Dan Staffieri
 – Jason Sundby/ 

Verde Environmental Technologies, Inc
 – Haywood Talcove
 – Sue Thau
 – Bill Torrance
 – Walter and Shirley Wang/JM Eagle
 – Wings Up Family Foundation

Coach Level
 – John A. Catsimatidis
 – Barbara Erdahl
 – Judy and Tom Flesh
 – Carl Jenkins
 – Marchbank Family Foundation
 – Robert and Margaret Nieves
 – Lewis Rice
 – Peter Bensinger and The 

Schneebeck Foundation
 – Sue Thau

Friend Level
 – Richard Bly
 – Amy Danos
 – Heidi Jenkins
 – Larry McElynn
 – Port Authority Police Lieutenants 

Benevolent Association
 – Terry Parham
 – Jill L. Roberts
 – Dan and Helen Staffieri
 – Robert Stutman
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Thank you to all other generous and anonymous donors throughout the year.

INNER CIRCLE

 – Norbert Adamski
 – Lorraine Ambrose  

(in memory of Myles Ambrose)
 – Mel Ashton
 – George Auflick
 – Frank Balazs
 – Joseph Barrett
 – Bill Beach
 – Morty L. Benjamin
 – Judith Bertini
 – Charles Blau
 – Richard Bly
 – Laura Briggs
 – Steve Briggs
 – Robert Brisolari
 – Ron Brogan
 – Paul Brown
 – Paul Campo/EWA
 – W. Barry Carew
 – Gerard F. Carey
 – Thomas Cash
 – Michael Chapman
 – Frank Chellino
 – Raymond Chemes
 – George Y. Clemente
 – James B. Conklin
 – Glennon Cooper
 – John Costanzo
 – Robin E. Cushing
 – Stephen Delgado
 – Paul Doyle
 – Chris Egan 
 – Francis Elliott

 – Sean Fearns
 – John Fencer
 – John Fernandes
 – Richard Fiano
 – Rhonda Fisher
 – Lawrence M. Gallina
 – William Gellerman
 – Jerome H. Gershman
 – Peter Grant
 – Edward M. Guillen
 – William Healey
 – Frank Hildebrandt
 – Micheal Hurley
 – Richard Jarrett
 – Raymond Justinic
 – Jerry Kaphing
 – Joseph & Nancy Keefe
 – Constantine Kritikos
 – Douglas Kuehl
 – Richard LaMagna
 – Ronald Lard
 – Jan Larsen
 – Steven Lariviere
 – Gerald Laveroni
 – Jack Lawn
 – William Lenck
 – Gary Liming
 – Charles Lutz
 – Harold R. Mackenzie
 – Andrew Malanga
 – Richard LaMagna
 – Martin Maguire
 – Derek Maltz

Gifts made after December 31, 2021 will be listed in a future annual report. If you contributed 

a gift between January 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021, and your name was inadvertently 

omitted or misspelled, we sincerely apologize and request that you please contact us 

at julie.kaphing@deaeducationalfoundation.org, so that we can include you in  

future listings.

 – John Marcello
 – Lawrence McElynn
 – John McCurnin
 – J. Taylor Monfort
 – James Morgan
 – Dennis A. Morton
 – Francis Mullen
 – John Nattinger
 – Al Nedoff
 – Robert Nickoloff
 – Richard Oakley
 – Charles Olender
 – Robert Palombo
 – George Papantoniou
 – John Peoples
 – Ronald Provencher
 – Joseph Quarequio
 – Tom Raffanello
 – John Raftery
 – M.S. Ramey
 – Richard Robinson
 – Frank D. Rodriguez
 – Andrew Sherbine
 – Milton E. Shoquist
 – Fred Smith
 – Robert Stutman
 – Mary Turner
 – Michael Turner
 – Peter Vinton
 – Delphin von Briesen, Jr.
 – Gary Wade
 – Ruth Warren
 – D. Lynn Wood
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A Final Note
As you can see, there are a significant number of meaningful 

educational outreach programs led by the DEA Educational 

Foundation. We remain steadfast in our commitment to 

securing sufficient resources to ensure that we can continue 

to bring prevention programs, positive mentorship and hope to 

families and youth. All of our greatest achievements are made 

possible by the unwavering support of our loyal benefactors 

and strong partnership with DEA. I invite you to continue to 

play an important role in our legacy of fighting drug abuse 

through education by making a gift today. Together we create 

possibilities and positive change. Together we are community. 

Here’s to our next 20 years of making an impact. 

Thank you. 

Jill L. Roberts 

President and CEO 

DEA Educational Foundation

Editor: Julie Kaphing

Graphic Designer: Jonathan Kapaldo

© 2022 DEA Educational Foundation

THANK YOU!
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